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which he was describing as impossible and I made
up my mind that I would make him repeat the
performance and so appointed him steward of the
Drawing Room."

" So?" said the Vazir, " when I remonstrated
with Your Majesty on giving Yusuf Khan a place
of such signal importance, Your Majesty had seen
in your mind's eye all that occurred later."

" Quite so," said the Shah, "and now I
should prefer not to be asked further questions.
Fazl Beig said of his decision that man could do
no more. I am glad that man could do something

more."

The Cadi lowered his head in shame the first
moment; but the next moment, with an ease that
is natural to the personal servants of a King, said:
" Even now, I say that man could not do more
than I did," and turned what previously was a
word of conceit into one of flattery.
The flattery did not displease the King. He
smiled as if the reply was what he had expected
and almost desired.